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Research and analysis

Scoping Sessions

Community Meetings (2)

Trails Small Group Meetings

Trails Workshop

Technical Advisors

Draft Plan

Wildlife Forum

PEC Review (6)

Need for Update and Planning Process
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Overview of  2018 Update

Environmentally Sensitive Lands
• 16 parcels for acquisition or protection

• Study use of  conservation easements and 

Expanded use of  DOS

Town-Owned Lands and Use of  Lands
• Town-owned lands/future needs

• 4 potential parcels for acquisition

• Management of  Town-owned lands 

Trails
• 12 new trail “ideas”

• Wildlife considerations/initial steps

• Process for further study 

• Management of  USFS trails/trailheads

• Educational and outreach programs 

Action Plan/Implementation Steps
• 28 Action Items

• 19 Implementation steps 
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Environmentally Sensitive Lands

Sensitive Lands

•Riparian areas

•Wetlands

•Geologic hazards

Rockfall

Debris flow

Avalanche

Floodplain

•Steep slopes

•Wildlife

•Neighborhood 

buffers
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Environmentally Sensitive Lands

‘94 Plan
• Protection of  lands was top priority of  Plan

• 30 of  51 Action Items for acquisition/protection

• Use of  DOS process or conservation easements

What we heard
• Protection of  lands was top priority

• Stronger protection of  lands

What we did
• Inventoried lands

• ID’ed 16 parcels
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Environmentally Sensitive Lands

Approach to 106 Private/Undeveloped Lands

Isolated, low density lots

Water course parcels

Other env sensitive parcels

‘94 Action Plan 
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Environmentally Sensitive Lands

Acquisition

Work with land owner

Other steps
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Environmentally Sensitive Lands
Examples of  

Action Plan Items
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Environmentally Sensitive Lands

Protection of  Lands

‘94 Plan:
Conservation Easements

Designated Open Space

• Town-owned lands (57 parcels are designated)

• Eligibility:

• Zoned NAP, OR or AOS

• Either sensitive lands, hazard area or 

park/passive rec

• Open Space Board of  Trustees

• ¾’s vote of  Council to designate

• ¾’s vote of  Council and voter approval to change
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Environmentally Sensitive Lands

2018 Update/

Protection of  Lands

Recommends Task Force to evaluate:

• Designated Open Space

• Use of  Conservation Easements on Town lands
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Town Lands

‘94 Plan
• ID’ed 6 town needs

• Recommended uses for 8 Town-owned parcels

• ID’ed privately-owned parcels to acquire

What we heard 
• Mixed opinions on use of  town land and housing

• Protection of  sensitive lands most important

What we did
• Evaluated town-lands

• Evaluated privately-owned lands
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Town Lands
Evaluation of  161 Town-Owned Parcels

• Developed land

• Park and rec land

• DOS parcels

• Constraints/hazards
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Town Lands

• Isolated/low density lots

• Location/context/Size

• Zoning

Evaluation of  106 Privately-Owned Parcels
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Town Lands

#4 – Chamonix Parcels

Action Plan Items
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Town Lands

#7 – Old Roost Lodge/Marriott

#9 – Talisa tennis courts

Action Plan Items
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Town Lands

#23 – CDOT Parcel

Action Plan Items
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Town Lands

2018 Update/

Implementation

• Monitor private parcels, initiate dialogue with 

owners

• Maintenance of  Town Lands

• Managing lands for biodiversity
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Trails

‘94 Plan
• Recommendations for trail/trail improvements

• Very general direction

What we heard 
• Interest in trails and trail improvements

• Priority – wildlife and environmental sensitivity

What we did
• ID’ed immediate actions, re: wildlife

• Conceptual plan for trail ideas

• Defined process for subsequent evaluation
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TrailsProcess

• Evaluated ‘94 Plan

• Community input

• Prepared initial concept plan of  trail “ideas”

• SE Group

• Small group meetings

• Trails-specific workshop

• Technical advisors

• Wildlife forum

Draft Plan

• Focus on wildlife

• Initial/immediate recommendations

• Conceptual plan for trail ideas

• Defined process/next steps
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Trails

The Vision for Trails in Vail:
• System of  paved and soft-surface trails safe 

for all users

• Sustainability/maintenance

• Respect sensitive wildlife habitat and terrain

• Variety, accessible to all user groups

• Trail connectivity

• Collaboration with others
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Trails
2018 Update/

Focus on Wildlife
• Wildlife in the Gore Valley

• Wildlife and recreation 

trails

• Colorado Parks and 

Wildlife resources
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Trails
2018 Update/

Immediate Recommendations

• Define trail-free zones

• Public outreach/education

• Enforce seasonal trail closures

• Habitat enhancement
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Trails
2018 Update/

Conceptual Plan of  Trail Ideas

Parameters for decision-making: 
• Wildlife considerations, potential for mitigation

• Safe for users, improve safety of  existing trails

• Expand opportunities for user groups

• Provide neighborhood connectivity/trail linkages
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Trails
2018 Update/

Conceptual Plan of  Trail Ideas



Update to the

1994 Comprehensive Open Lands Plan

Trails

Trails #1 and #2
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Trails

Trails #3, #4 and #5
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Trails

Trails #6, #7 and #8
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Trails

Trails #9, #10, #11 and #12
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Trails
2018 Update/

Trails removed
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Trails
2018 Update/

Process and next steps Initial Steps:
• Define trail-free zones

• Public education

• Enforce seasonal closures

• Habitat enhancement

Future Trail Development:
TC direction to initiate process

Environmental/Wildlife Analysis

Detailed Trail Planning

Cost/Benefit

Community Decisions

USFS Process/NEPA

Collaborations

Implementation
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Trails
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Action Plan and Implementation Steps
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Action Plan and Implementation Steps



Update to the

1994 Comprehensive Open Lands Plan

PEC Review

• 2 PEC updates

• 5 PEC hearings

• Unanimous recommendation for approval
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Key Discussion Points

• Protection of  Sensitive Lands

• Vail Resorts/East Vail Parcel

• Middle Creek Parcel

• Middle Bench of  Donovan Park

• Vail Trail extension
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Protection of  sensitive land

Key Discussion Points

Gore Creek Corridor Katsos

Donovan Park Upper Bench Booth Falls
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VR/East Vail Parcel

Key Discussion Points

Middle Creek Parcel
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Middle Bench of  Donovan Park

Middle Bench of  Donovan Park

2.17 acres

Agriculture and Open Space

Designated “Park”

Purchased with RETT funds

PEC Review/Key Discussion Points
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Vail Trail extension

PEC Review/Key Discussion Points
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Next Steps
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End of  Presentation


