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Tonight’s Agenda

Chapter 2 – Environmentally Sensitive Lands
• Follow-up questions from July 3rd

• Plan refinements

• 16 recommended Action Items

Chapter 3 – Town-owned Land and Use of  

Lands
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Follow-up questions from July 3rd

Action Item #20/Lot 5 Bighorn 2nd Addition
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Follow-up questions from July 3rd

Action Item #17/Vail Golf  Course/Pulis Parcel

Mid-1960’s – Town leases 

land from Pulis

1984 – Pulis conveys land to 

Town

Action Item #17 – land was not 

included in legal description 

of  lease or conveyance
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Plan Refinements

Introduction/what’s changed

• Add reference to Vail’s certification as a 

Sustainable Destination by the Global 

Sustainable Tourism Council

Management of  Town lands

• Reinforce need for/importance of  Town’s on-

going management and maintenance of  lands
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16 Recommended Action Items
Environmentally Sensitive Lands

Evaluate overall development feasibility for each 

of  the 16 parcels

• Access

• Terrain

• Environmental constraints

• Zoning

• Observations on development feasibility



Update to the

1994 Comprehensive Open Lands Plan

16 Recommended Action Items
Environmentally Sensitive Lands
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Action Item #2

16 Recommended Action Items
Environmentally Sensitive Lands

Site Characteristics

Steep slope

No legal access

Development Potential:

Very Limited
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Action Item #5

16 Recommended Action Items
Environmentally Sensitive Lands

Site Characteristics

Floodplain

Debris flow

Development Potential:

Feasible



Update to the

1994 Comprehensive Open Lands Plan

Action Item #8

16 Recommended Action Items
Environmentally Sensitive Lands

Site Characteristics

Steep slopes

Development Potential:

Feasible
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Action Item #10

Site Characteristics

Steep slopes

Rockfall

Development Potential:

Very limited

16 Recommended Action Items
Environmentally Sensitive Lands
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Action Item #12

16 Recommended Action Items
Environmentally Sensitive Lands

Site Characteristics

Floodplain

Parcel size

Development Potential:

No potential
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Action Item #13

16 Recommended Action Items
Environmentally Sensitive Lands

Site Characteristics

Floodplain

Steep slopes

Wetlands

Parcel size

Development Potential:

No Potential
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Action Item #17

16 Recommended Action Items
Environmentally Sensitive Lands

Site Characteristics

Floodplain

Steep slopes

Wetlands

Development Potential:

Very limited
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Steep slopes

Action Item #19

16 Recommended Action Items
Environmentally Sensitive Lands

Site Characteristics

No legal access

Steep slopes

Rockfall

Development Potential:

Very limited
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Action Item #20

16 Recommended Action Items
Environmentally Sensitive Lands

Site Characteristics

Floodplain

Wetlands

Rockfall

Development Potential:

Very limited
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Action Item #21

16 Recommended Action Items
Environmentally Sensitive Lands

Site Characteristics

Wetlands

Rockfall

Development Potential:

Feasible
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Action Item #22

16 Recommended Action Items
Environmentally Sensitive Lands

Site Characteristics

Steep slope

Avalanche

Rockfall

Debris Flow

Development Potential:

Very limited
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Action Item #23

16 Recommended Action Items
Environmentally Sensitive Lands

Site Characteristics

Steep slope

Debris flow

Floodplain

Rockfall

Development Potential:

Feasible



Update to the

1994 Comprehensive Open Lands Plan

Action Item #24

16 Recommended Action Items
Environmentally Sensitive Lands

Site Characteristics

Steep slopes

Rockfall

Development Potential:

Feasible
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Action Item #25

16 Recommended Action Items
Environmentally Sensitive Lands

Site Characteristics

Floodplain

Steep slopes

Wetlands

Development Potential:

No Potential
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Action Item #26

16 Recommended Action Items
Environmentally Sensitive Lands

Site Characteristics

Steep slopes

Avalanche

Debris flow

Development Potential:

Very limited
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Action Item #27

16 Recommended Action Items
Environmentally Sensitive Lands

Site Characteristics

Steep slopes

Rockfall

Development Potential:

Very limited
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Town Lands/Use of  Lands

Background
• 1994 Plan

• 2018 Update - Community Input

• 2018 Update - Process
Town Council Comments/Questions

Chapter 3 Overview
• Approach/format

• Main elements
Town Council Comments/Questions

Key Elements of  Chapter 3
• Town land needs and evaluation of  Town-owned lands

• Evaluation of  privately-owned lands

• Management of  town lands
Public Comment

Town Council Comments/Questions
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Background/1994 Plan

“Purpose of  this plan is to identify and develop 

strategies for acquiring or protecting key 

remaining open lands in Vail that would be 

valuable for recreation, protecting sensitive 

environmental resources, extending or connecting 

trails, providing adequate neighborhood open 

space, and creating a small amount of  contingent 

land for unforeseen needs (e.g. employee housing, 

public facilities)”.
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Background/1994 Plan

Objective - “reserve land for public uses”

“The Plan identifies existing open lands in and 

around Vail and determines the current need for 

obtaining land for recreation, conservation, trails 

and public use.  The Plan also identifies and 

analyzes specific parcels of  land that can meet 

these needs”
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Background/1994 Plan

Public Facilities/Land Needs

1.Public Works expansion

2.Vail Fire Department

3.Vail Police Department

4.Eagle County Schools

5.ERWSD

6.Vail Housing Authority
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Background/1994 Plan

Recommendations for Town-owned Lands

1.Vail Commons

2.274 Beaver Dam Road

3.Garmish Drive lots

4.Donovan Park

5.Tract A/Bald Mountain Road

6.Mountain Bell site

7.Berry Creek (Edwards)

8.Vail Chapel parcel
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Background/1994 Plan

Acquisition of  Privately-owned Lands

1.Hud Wirth property (Chamonix)

2.Cascade Tennis parcel

3.Tract D (Red Sandstone Creek)

4.Holy Cross parcel

5.VR parcel (town shops)

6.Parcel H (USFS)
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Background/2018 Community Input

3 Scoping Meetings

• +/-75 participants

• 11 “prompts”/3 related to sensitive lands

2 Community Meetings

• #1 – “targeted” small group 

conversations

• #2 – presented initial findings

Town website portal



Update to the

1994 Comprehensive Open Lands Plan

Background/2018 Community Input

Prompt 1-Town lands and Public Facilities

How do you feel about the Town's existing facilities?

Satisfactory 77.4%

Adequate 22.6%

(31 responses on topic)
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Background/2018 Community Input

Prompt 2-Town lands and Public Facilities

Are there new facilities that you think could be 

beneficial to the community?

Rec Center 16.2%

Disc Golf  Course 27.0%

Parking/Transportation 13.5%

Center for the Arts 18.9%

Housing 8.1%

No new facilities 16.2%

(37 responses on topic)
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Background/2018 Community Input

Prompt 3-Town lands and Public Facilities

How important is it for the Town to reserve land for 

future, unforeseen uses/needs?

Important 100%

(14 responses on topic)
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Background/2018 Community Input

Prompt 4-Town lands and Public Facilities

Should Housing initiatives be addressed in the 

updated OLP?

Yes 52.4%

No 47.6%

(42 responses on topic)
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Background/2018 Process

Task
Town facility needs

Evaluate all Town-owned lands

Evaluate all undeveloped/private lands

Approach
Needs - Community input/town staff

Town GIS resources 

Field visits
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Town Lands
Town departments/future needs or desires:
PW - Snow storage, parking

Fire Dept - 1 acre for training facility

HR/Housing Authority - housing

Special Events - conference facilities, theater, event areas

Community input:
Disc golf

Housing

Rec Center

Conference/Performance center

Parking
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Town Lands

Approach to Evaluating Town-Owned Lands
Developed land

Park and rec land

Designated Open Space

Constraints/hazards

Town of  Vail

161 parcels

1,040 acres
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Town Lands

23 ParcelsTown-owned Developed Lands
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Town Lands

20 parcels

202 acresTown-owned Park/Rec Lands
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Town Lands

57 Parcels

533 AcresTown-owned Designated Open Space
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Town Lands

Town-owned Constrained Lands 61 Parcels
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Town Lands

Considerations:

Size

Location

Accessibility

Covenant Restrictions

Zoning and context
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Town Lands

Parcel 7

Parcel 8
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Town Lands

Parcel 5

Parcel 2

Parcel 4
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Town Lands
Parcel 3

Parcel 6
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Town Lands

2.17 acres

Agriculture and Open Space

Designated “Park”

Purchased with RETT funds

Parcel 1
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Town Lands
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Privately-owned lands

Private/Undeveloped Lands – 106 parcels
Isolated low-density lots

Environmentally sensitive lands

Size/Location/Context

4 parcels for consideration
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Background

Town Council Comments/Questions
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Chapter 3 Overview

Introduction

Community Input

Overview of  Town-owned lands

Land Needs for Public Uses and Community 

Facilities

Evaluation of  Town-owned lands

Evaluation of  Privately-owned lands

Management of  Vail’s Open Lands
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Chapter 3 Overview

Town Council Comments/Questions
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Key Elements of  2018 Update

Action Items

Management of  Town-owned lands

Implementation Steps
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Key Elements/Action Items
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Key Elements/Action Items
Action Plan Items

#4 – Chamonix Parcels

• 3 lots/2 owners

• Total area – 1.53 ac

• Zoned Primary/Secondary

• Steep slopes on north half  of  site
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Key Elements/Action Items

Action Plan Items

#7 – Old Roost Lodge/Marriott

• Total area – 1.76 ac

• Zoned Public Accommodation/SDD
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Key Elements/Action Items

Action Plan Items

#9 – Talisa tennis courts

• Total area – 3.0 ac

• Zoned Public Accommodation/SDD
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Key Elements/Action Items

Action Plan Items

#23 – CDOT Parcel

• Total area – 1.78 ac

• No zoning
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Key Elements/Management

Management of  Town-owned lands

• Routine/periodic inspection and 

maintenance

• Wildfire and Safety 

• Biodiversity
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Key Elements/Implementation Steps

Biodiversity – initiate comprehensive study

Maintenance – evaluate current program, define 

funding needs

Wildfire and Safety – coordination 

Action Plan Items – outreach to owners
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Chapter 3/Relationship with OLP

Environmentally 

Sensitive Lands

Trails Town Lands

• Identification

• Protection

• Sensitivity • Use of lands

• Management
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Key Elements of  Update

Town Council Comments/Questions

Public Comment
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Next Steps




