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Today’s Discussion

Goal of  Next Meeting

Finalize Council’s refinements to Plan

Approach

• Review Council’s suggested refinements (made to date)

• Based on previous meetings, discuss potential refinements to 

other topics 

• Discuss other comments from Council

• Suggested changes from Community

Next Step

Staff/consultant to complete refinements to Plan, present to TC for 

final adoption.
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Today’s Discussion

Topics

• Chapter 2 – Environmentally Sensitive Lands

• Chapter 3 – Town-owned Lands and Use of  Lands

• Chapter 4 – Trails

Approach

• Introduction/Overview

• Previously discussed refinements

• Topics that warrant conversation

• Other Town Council topics

• Suggested changes from community

• Summary of  refinements to be made
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Chapter 2 – Environmentally Sensitive Lands

Previously Discussed Refinements

Chapter 1 - Introduction/what’s changed

• Add reference to Vail’s certification as a 

Sustainable Destination by the Global 

Sustainable Tourism Council

Management of  Town lands

• Reinforce need for/importance of  Town’s on-

going management and maintenance of  lands

Natural Heritage Inventory of  the Town of  Vail

• Colorado Natural Heritage Program
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Chapter 2 – Environmentally Sensitive Lands

Topics that warrant discussion

Follow-up on 16 suggested Action Items

• Value/Development Potential of  parcels

• Clarify suggested “actions”

• Final direction on 16 Action Items

Protection of  Lands

• Designated Open Space

• Conservation Easements
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Chapter 2 – Environmentally Sensitive Lands

Topics that warrant discussion

Suggested Action – “Acquire parcel or work with land owner on 

conservation easement or other measures to eliminate development 

potential”.

Suggested Action – “Acquire parcel” (#13-VR at Intl bridge and #22 

large parcel in EV)

Other Unique parcels

• #23 (CDOT, we want it for housing too)

• Pulis parcel (golf  course)

• VR East Vail
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Chapter 2 – Environmentally Sensitive Lands

Topics that warrant discussion

16 suggested Action Items

• Goal – to acquire or work with land owner to eliminate 

development potential

• 6 parcels were in 1994 Plan

• 6 parcels are along water course

• 6 parcels are steep or access challenged
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Chapter 2 – Environmentally Sensitive Lands

Topics that warrant discussion

ACTION ITEM #21

Purpose - Protect environmentally 

sensitive land from development.

Action – Acquire parcel or work with 

land owner on conservation 

easement or other measures to 

eliminate development potential.

Other Information – This 2.16 acre 

parcel is owned by the Bighorn 

Mutual Sanitation and Recreation 

District.   A pond encompasses most 

of the parcel.

’94 Action Plan – N/A

Development Feasibility: 

Feasible
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Chapter 2 – Environmentally Sensitive Lands

Topics that warrant discussion

Protection of  Sensitive Lands/Designated Open Space

57 parcels/533 acres
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Chapter 2 – Environmentally Sensitive Lands

Topics that warrant discussion

Protection of  Sensitive Lands/Designated Open Space

Recommendations of  Plan:

• Re-convene Open Space Board of  Trustees

• Form citizen’s task force

• Evaluate 26 parcels that could qualify for designation

• Evaluate other potential parcels 

• Evaluate need for updates to DOS process
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Chapter 2 – Environmentally Sensitive Lands

Topics that warrant discussion

Protection of  Sensitive Lands/Conservation Easement

Recommendations of  Plan:

• Re-convene Open Space Board of  Trustees

• Form citizen’s task force

• Evaluate merits of  using conservation easement

• ID potential sites for protection
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Other Town Council Topics

?
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Chapter 2 – Environmentally Sensitive Lands

Suggested changes from community

• Action Item #21 (East Vail pond)

• Minor refinements to how conservation easements work
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Chapter 3 – Town-owned Lands and Use of  Lands

Previously Discussed Refinements

• Clarify conference facility – voter’s rejected 

funding

• “Link” sustainable destinations with Town’s 

management of  sensitive lands

• Add importance of  monitoring town lands, re: 

management, biodiversity, etc.

• Broaden potential uses for Action Item #9
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Chapter 3 – Town-owned Lands and Use of  Lands

Topics that warrant discussion

Middle Bench/Donovan Park

“However, this parcel was 

purchased with RETT funds and as 

such land uses are limited to parks, 

recreation, open space and similar 

purposes. The Town Council has 

designated his parcel as a “park””.
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Chapter 3 – Town-owned Lands and Use of  Lands

Topics that warrant discussion
Action Plan Item #4

Chamonix Parcels

• 3 lots/2 owners

• Total area – 1.53 ac/+/-.9 ac buildable

• Zoned Primary/Secondary

• Steep slopes on north half  of  site
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Chapter 3 – Town-owned Lands and Use of  Lands

Topics that warrant discussion Action Plan Item #7

Old Roost Lodge/Marriott

• Total area – 1.76 ac

• Zoned Public Accommodation/SDD
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Chapter 3 – Town-owned Lands and Use of  Lands

Topics that warrant discussion Action Plan Item #9

Talisa tennis courts

• Total area – 3.0 ac

• Zoned Public Accommodation/SDD
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Buildable area of  
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Chapter 3 – Town-owned Lands and Use of  Lands

Topics that warrant discussion Action Plan Item 

#23 – CDOT Parcel

• Total area – 1.78 ac

• No zoning
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Chapter 3 – Town-owned Lands and Use of  Lands

Topics that warrant discussion

Development potential of  

Action Item #23
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Chapter 3 – Town-owned Lands and Use of  Lands

Other Town Council Topics

?
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Chapter 3 – Town-owned Lands and Use of  Lands

Suggested changes from Community
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Chapter 3 – Trails

Previously Discussed Refinements

• Remove Trail Idea #10/Vail Trail Extension from the Plan
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Chapter 3 – Trails

Topics that warrant discussion

• Direction on 11 Trail Ideas

• Next steps in process

• Separate chapter on wildlife
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Chapter 3 – Trails

Topics that warrant discussion

Direction on 11 

suggested Trail Ideas
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Chapter 3 – Trails

Topics that warrant discussion

Next Steps:

• TC directs staff  to initiate work on trails plan

• Environmental/wildlife analysis

• Detailed trail design

• Feasibility and cost/benefit analysis

• Community decision – which trails to pursue?

• USFS Process/NEPA

• Collaboration with potential partners

• Trail development
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Chapter 3 – Trails

Topics that warrant discussion

USFS Process

• Project Proposal Letter/USFS Determination on NEPA

• Regional coordination

• NEPA-scoping/draft EIS/Comment/Final EIS/Decision

• Two-step review

• Costs

Environmental and Wildlife analysis

• Social trails
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Chapter 4 – Trails

Other Town Council Topics

?
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Chapter 4 – Trails

Suggested changes from Community

• When referencing potential impact of  trails, replace “new trails not have 

significant impacts” with “any new trails not have an adverse impact”

• Delete passage (page 40), “ultimately the Town Council will decide how to 

balance the communities desire for recreation trails with community’s desire 

that trails be sensitive . . .”

• Add reference to “No further fragmenting of  habitat” to three areas of  Plan 

(page 34, page 56, page 54).

• Move 1994 Trails Plan from appendix to Trails Chapter, move 1994 Concept 

Plan from Trails Chapter to appendix.
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Chapter 4 – Trails

Suggested changes from Community

• Add new heading Wildlife Forum (page 30), add narrative.

• Add summary notes from Wildlife Forum.

• Add color sidebar with quotes from biologists regarding wildlife.

• Modify language “impacts are limited or mitigated” to “impacts are limited, 

mitigated or eliminated” (page 22 and Ex Summ)

• Modify language about public involvement (page 4)
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Next Steps




