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B. Outdoor Area Requirements
1. The center must provide an outdoor play area that is adjacent to or safely accessible to the
indoor facilities. When the area is not adjacent, staff members must accompany children
to and from the play area. Drop-in child care centers are not required to provide an
outdoor play area.
2. The outdoor play area must provide a minimum of 75 square feet of space per child for a
group of children using the total play area at any one time. The total play area must
accommodate at least 33 percent of the licensed capacity of the center or a minimum of
1500 square feet, whichever is greater.
3. The play area must be fenced or have natural barriers, such as hedges or stationary walls at
least 4 feet high, to restrict children from unsafe areas.
4. The play area must be designed so that all parts are visible and easily supervised.
5. The playground area must have at least 2 different types of surfaces. Each type of surface
must cover at least 10 percent of the playground area.
6. A shaded area in the fenced play area of at least 150 square feet must be provided by means
of trees or other cover to guard children against the hazards of excessive sun and heat.
7. In the infant nursery, the outdoor play area must be a minimum of 400 square feet.
8. In the infant nursery, the outdoor area can be used by other age groups at the center, but it
must not be used by any other group of children while infants are using it.
9. In the toddler nursery, the outdoor play area can be shared by infants, but infants and
toddlers must not be allowed to use the play area at the same time.

1/16" = 1'-0"
1

COMM DEV - DEMO

1/16" = 1'-0"
4

COMM DEV - (E) STRUCTURE
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