
Water Supply Planning:
Water history and issues in the Eagle River Valley
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Outline

• Current political structure

• History of water in Eagle River Valley

• Where our water comes from

• How we use water

• Important future issues 
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Early Eagle County

Edwards, CO; courtesy of Eagle County Historical Society



Genealogy – ERWSD
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Genealogy – UERWA
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Benefits of regionalization

• Centralized water rights administration and strategy

• Integrated water systems for flexibility and optimization

• Administrative and operational efficiency

• Development of in-basin reservoir storage



Service area and watershed
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Snowpack



Conceptual diagram of dry year 
Eagle River streamflow



Zebulon Pike



Conceptual diagram of dry year 
Eagle River streamflow



Black Lake 1
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Eagle Park Reservoir
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Photo: Ken Neubecker



Homestake Reservoir
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Photo: Brent Gardner-Smith/Aspen Journalism





Diversions and outfalls
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Water for new development

NEW RESERVOIR STORAGE
• Developers must dedicate, 

or pay a fee for, an adequate 
supply of water.

• Creating new storage is 
costly and takes many years, 
and is not feasible for 
developers to accomplish.

• Reservoirs are expanded or 
new storage is built to serve 
forecasted growth.

CONSERVATION
• Building code efficiency 

requirements.

• Reducing water use for 
landscaping.
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Outdoor water efficiency
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Drinking Water Facility

Wastewater Treatment Facility

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As you may have noticed in the plan, when we talk about water efficiency, we’re especially concerned with outdoor uses. That’s because outdoor water use has a bigger impact on our streams and rivers than indoor water use. Here’s why:

I’m sure you immediately recognized our artistic representation of Arrowhead on this slide.

So, first water is withdrawn from a river or aquifer and cleaned at one of our drinking water facilities 

We then deliver high quality drinking water to homes and businesses. Some of the water is used inside for stuff like showers, dishes, laundry, and flushing the toilet and the rest of the water is used outside, mostly for landscapes.

The wastewater from indoor uses goes down the drain to one of our WWTFs. The ww is treated to meet environmental standards and is recycled back into the environment. 95% of the water used indoors is returned to a local waterway through one of our WWTFs. (A quick note – this applies only to our system. It’s different in the Front Range, where some of the water is taken from the western slope and is entirely lost to that basin.)

Of the water used outside, only as much as 40% and as little as 15% of it makes its way back through the soil into the stream, depending on where the use is occurring. 

So, clearly outdoor use is far more consumptive than indoor use, which is why it’s so important to make sure our outdoor water use is efficient.




Topics for the next presentation

• Water supply model and conclusions

• Water supply master plan

• Proposed Programs and Projects



QUESTIONS / DISCUSSION
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